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 Community Links Aims

• To support community activities so that real communication,  
   trust, friendship and co-operation can grow among all members  
   of the community.
• To promote a true and fair image of refugees and asylum 
   seekers.
• To help refugees and asylum seekers cope with living in a new
   environment and to enable them to contribute to the community
   through work, study and other activities.

Programmes

School Integration Programme:  
raises awareness of migrant issues and gives support to refugee 
parents in Dublin Inner City schools.      
Capacity Building Programme: 
provides courses for community leaders, community groups and 
individuals from different cultural and religious backgrounds.  

Intercultural Programme: 
aims to promote friendship and understanding between people 
from different cultures.

Volunteers from various cultural, religious and ethnic backgrounds 
plan and organise some Community Links activities and events 
through the Integration Support Group.
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Introduction

The questions and answers below provide information for parents 
and guardians about Irish schools.  A good knowledge of education 
in Ireland will help you to take an active interest in ensuring that 
your child is happy at school.

General Questions

Who is responsible for the formal education of children in 
Ireland?

The Department of Education and Science is responsible for 
the education of children in Ireland.  Information about this 
department can be found on their website: www.education.ie 

Does my son/daughter have to attend school?
Yes.  Most children in Ireland can attend primary and secondary 
school for free.  If your child is aged between 6 and 16 he/she 
must attend school by law.  Your child must attend school every 
day unless there is a good reason for him/her to miss school.  
Attending school will help your child to develop skills, make 
friends and build up confidence.  

How do I enrol my son/daughter in school?
You should telephone the principal of the school and arrange 
to meet with him/her.  You can ask the school principal to enrol 
your son/daughter at this meeting.  If a school is full it may 
not be able to enrol your son/daughter and the principal will 
suggest another school nearby.  A list of schools can be found 
on the Department of Education’s website, www.education.ie 
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About JRS Worldwide

The Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) is an international non-
governmental organisation, founded in 1980. The mission of JRS is 
to accompany, to advocate and to serve the cause of refugees and 
forcibly displaced persons worldwide. 

JRS programmes are found in over 50 countries, providing assistance 
to refugees in camps, to people displaced within their own country, to 
asylum seekers in cities and those held in detention. The main areas 
of work are Education, Advocacy, Emergency Assistance, Health 
and Nutrition, Income Generating Activities and Social Services. It is 
estimated that more than 450,000 individuals are direct beneficiaries 
of JRS projects worldwide.

JRS Ireland Aims

• To promote improvements in the reception and integration 
   of asylum seekers, refugees and migrants.
• To support non-Irish nationals who are in detention 
   under immigration legislation.
• To advocate for a more just immigration system and 
   asylum process.
• To foster a more positive public image of asylum seekers 
   and migrants in Ireland and deepen public understanding 
   of asylum and migration issues.
• To support the work of JRS Europe, the JRS International 
   Office and JRS projects on the ground worldwide

Integration
The work of JRS Ireland in the area of integration is carried out 
primarily through the JRS Community Links project. The overall 
purpose of the project is to promote the integration of newly- 
arrived communities and to help them become part of the local 
community. 
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Attendance

What should I do if my child has to miss school?
You must tell the school that your child cannot attend and say 
why.  There will often be a good reason for your child to miss 
school and the school will take this into account.  You should 
not send your child to school if he/she is sick.  

What happens if my child misses a lot of school?
If your child misses more than 20 days in the school year the 
school will tell the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB).  
The NEWB may send an educational welfare officer to you to 
help you make sure your child attends school more often.  

What is the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB)?
The National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB) supports 
families and makes sure that every child receives an education 
as required by law.  For most children this means attending 
school.  The NEWB can help you to find a school for your child if 
you are not able to.  You can contact the NEWB by calling 1890 
36 36 66 and their website is  www.newb.ie.  

What if I leave the area and move away from the school?
You should tell the principal that your son/daughter is moving to 
a new place and will be attending a different school.  You should 
ask the principal to give you a written report about your child, 
including his/her language progress.  When you enrol your son/
daughter in a new school you should give this information to the 
new principal.  If the school has given you books or other things 
you should return these to the school before you leave. 

Websites

Citizens Information
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/categories/education/primary-and-post-
primary-education/ 
Available in English and Irish.  Accessed 25th July 2007 

Department of Social and Family Affairs
http://www.welfare.ie/schemes/families/btscfa.html  
Available in English and Irish.  Accessed 26th July 2007

Department of Education and Science
http://www.education.ie/home/home.jsp?panelaccessed=1&pcategory=1
7216&ecategory=35829&ref=&language=EN 
Department of Education and Science: Translated Documents.  Available 
in English, Irish, German, Latvian, Lithuanian, Polish, Spanish, Russian.  
Accessed 25th July 2007 

Educate Together
http://www.educatetogether.ie 
Some documents available in English, Arabic, French, Polish, Spanish, 
Romanian and Russian.  Accessed 26th October 2007 

State Examinations Commission
http://www.examinations.ie/index.php?l=en&mc=ex&sc=eu 
Available in English and Irish.  Accessed 25th July 2007

Teagasc
www.teagasc.ie/advisory/alternatives/200001/pdfs_060626/44_Special_
Needs_Assitant.pdf
Available in English.  Accessed 23rd July 2007
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Sources:

Department of Education and Science (2004) A Brief Description of the 
Irish Education System. Communications Unit Department of Education 
and Science.
Available online from: http://www.education.ie/robots/view.jsp?pcategory
=10856&language=EN&ecategory=30941 
Available to download in English, Irish, French and German.

INTO (2007) Your Child in the Primary School – Tips for Parents.  
Available online from http://www.into.ie/ROI/Publications/
INTOPublications/YourChildinthePrimarySchool-TipsforParents/
Available to download in English, Irish, French, Polish and Spanish

National Educational Welfare Board (2007) Don’t Let Your Child Miss 
Out!
Available online from http://www.newb.ie/publications/
parentdocumentation.asp
Available to download in English, Irish, Albanian, Arabic, Chinese, 
Czech, Estonian, French, Latvian, Lithuanian, Polish, Portuguese, 
Romanian, Russian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, and Yoruba.  

Reception and Integration Agency (2001) Information Leaflet for Parents 
of Asylum Seeking and Refugee Children attending Post Primary 
Education.  
Available online from: http://www.ria.gov.ie/publications/ 
Available to download in English, Albanian, Arabic, Croatian, Czech and 
Polish. 

Reception and Integration Agency (2001) Information Leaflet for Parents 
of Asylum Seeking and Refugee Children attending Primary Education
Available online from: http://www.ria.gov.ie/publications/ 
Available to download in English, Albanian, Arabic, Croatian, Czech and 
Polish

Communicating with the School

My English is not very good.  How can I communicate with  
the school?

You can bring a friend who speaks English with you to the 
school to help when you are meeting the school principal or 
teacher.  Some schools can provide an interpreter for meetings.  
You can ask the school if they can organise an interpreter for 
your meeting.

How will the school contact me if they want to see me?
Schools usually give notes or newsletters for parents to the 
children.  You should check your child’s school bag regularly for 
these in case your child forgets to give the note to you.

What does the Home School Community Liaison Officer do?
The Home School Community Liaison scheme was set up to 
help pupils to do well in school.  The Home School Community 
Liaison Officer works with parents/guardians to help them to 
become involved in their child’s learning.  

Bullying

I am worried that my child is being bullied.
Bullying sometimes happens in school or on the way to 
school.  This is a serious matter and it is not acceptable in Irish 
schools.  Bullying is defined as repeated verbal, psychological 
or physical aggression carried out by an individual or group 
against others. 
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Signs that your child is being bullied may include:
–  Worry about travelling to school, asking parents to drive 
    them to school, changing their travel route
–  Not wanting to go to school or refusing to go to school 
–  Loss of concentration, not doing well at school
–  Complaints of illness, headaches, stomach aches
–  Changes in mood or behaviour
–  Visible signs of anxiety or stress, crying, difficulty 
    sleeping, not eating
–  His/her belongings may be missing or damaged
–  Increased requests for money or stealing money
–  Unexplained bruising or cuts
–  Refusal to say what is troubling him/her

These signs do not mean that your child is certainly being bullied 
but if they keep happening they should be investigated.

My child is being bullied.  What should I do?
You should talk to your child’s teacher about this. If your child 
tells you he/she is being bullied:

–  Stay calm, explain to the child that he/she is not at 
    fault and that this is a problem which can be solved
–  Talk to the teacher as teachers need the support 
    of parents  in tackling this problem.
–  Children sometimes need help to socialise.  
    You can help your child to socialise by inviting children 
    to play and by asking other parents for help.
–  Tell your child that sometimes it is better to give away 
    money or belongings and get away and tell.
–  Some children are bullied because of poor personal 
    hygiene or habits.  If this is the case you can help your 
    child to overcome this.  

In 2007 students took examinations in Latvian, Lithuanian, 
Romanian, Modern Greek, Finnish, Polish, Estonian, Slovakian, 
Swedish, Czech, Bulgarian, Hungarian, Portuguese, Danish 
and Dutch.  If your child would like to take an examination 
in his/her mother tongue you can talk to the school principal 
about this.  You can get more information about non-curricular 
languages on www.examinations.ie

School Uniform

Does my child have to wear a school uniform?
Many schools require that pupils wear a uniform.  Sometimes 
students need special clothes or shoes for sport.  If you have 
a problem with your son/daughter wearing the school uniform 
for cultural reasons you should discuss this with the school 
principal.

Homework 

Will my son/daughter have to do homework?
Students at Post-Primary level are usually given homework by 
their teachers.  Homework takes about 2-3 hours for students 
in post-primary school.  You should make a place for your son/
daughter to do homework away from noise and distractions.  

Information in this Leaflet
This leaflet has been compiled from information which is available from a number 
of different sources, including the Department of Education and Science, the 
INTO, the Reception and Integration Agency, The National Educational Welfare 
Board, The Citizens Information Board, The Department of Social and Family 
Affairs and the State Examinations Commission.  

As our schools reflect the changes which have taken place in Irish society 
over the last number of years, this leaflet is available in Romanian, Russian, 
Polish, French, Arabic and Mandarin, so that parents from all backgrounds and 
nationalities can have access to clear information about education in Ireland.  
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choose the LCVP must take some subjects from the traditional 
Leaving Certificate as well as these modules.  Universities, 
Institutes of Technology and Colleges of Education recognise 
the LCVP for entry into third level courses.    

What is the Leaving Certificate Applied?
The Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA) is designed to meet the 
needs of students who do not wish to take either the traditional 
Leaving Certificate or the Leaving Certificate Vocational 
Programme.  The main aim of the LCA is to prepare students 
for adult and working life.  This examination is not recognised 
for entry into third level courses in Universities, Institutes 
of Technology or Colleges of Education.  Students who take 
the LCA can continue their education by taking Post-Leaving 
Certificate Courses. 

Is there an alternative to the Leaving Certificate?
Yes, the Youthreach Programme.  FÁS and the education sector 
deliver this programme.  Youthreach is aimed at unemployed 
young people who have left school early.  Students are usually 
sent to Youthreach programmes by school principals when none 
of the three Leaving Certificate programmes are suitable. 

Languages

Can my child take his/her mother tongue language as an 
examination in the Leaving Certificate?

Some EU languages which are not part of the normal school 
curriculum can be studied as a Leaving Certificate subject.  To 
do this, a student must:

– Be from a member state of the European Union
– Speak the language as their mother tongue
– Be studying for the Leaving Certificate
– Be studying Leaving Certificate English 

Discipline

What happens if my child breaks the school rules?
Corporal or physical punishment is not used in Irish schools.  It 
is illegal.  Each school has its own rules.  You will be given the 
rules when your child begins school.  You should make sure that 
your child understands the school rules. Schools usually have 
strict rules about wearing the school uniform, wearing jewellery, 
attendance, punctuality and behaviour.  If your child continually 
breaks the school rules the teacher or principal will discuss this 
with you and you will be expected to make sure that your child’s 
behaviour improves.  If  your child breaks the school rules very 
seriously, he/she can be suspended from school.  This is a 
rare decision.  If this happens and you do not agree with the 
school’s decision to suspend your child, you can appeal to the 
Board of Management and as a last resort to the Department of 
Education and Science. 

Boards of Management

What is the Board of Management?
The Board of Management is responsible for the direct 
governance of the school.  Representatives of parents, teachers, 
trustees, the patron, the principal and the community make up 
the Board of Management.  If you would like to get involved in 
the Board of Management you can talk to the school principal.
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What do students study during Transition Year?
Areas of study include:

– Communication
– Guidance and counselling
– Maths
– Physical education
– Personal and social development
– Aesthetic and cultural studies
– Philosophical and religious education
– Science and technologies
– Business studies and enterprise education
– Environmental education

Teachers in each school design the Transition Year programme 
and students have the opportunity to try a range of subjects.  
This helps students to make a more informed choice about 
the Leaving Certificate subjects they would like to study after 
Transition Year.  

Leaving Certificate

What is the traditional Leaving Certificate?
This is the last examination taken in post-primary education and 
is usually taken when students are 17, 18 or 19 years of age.  
The Leaving Certificate is the main basis upon which places in 
universities, institutes of technology and colleges of education 
are allocated.

What is the Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme? 
The Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme (LCVP) is a 
version of the traditional Leaving Certificate.  The LCVP focuses 
on technical subjects and adds some modules with a vocational 
focus. These extra modules are: Enterprise Education, 
Preparation for Work and Work Experience.  Students  who 

Parents/Guardians

How can I help my child do well in school?
It is important that you show interest in what your child is 
learning at school and give your child praise when he/she works 
hard or does well.  You can help your child by providing space 
for homework, by building up his/her self-esteem, by attending 
meetings and school events and by becoming involved in your 
school. 

How can I get involved in my child’s school?
Most schools have a parents’ council and all parents are invited 
to become involved with this.  You can ask the school principal 
or teacher how you can become involved.  Schools may also 
need volunteers to help organise school events, such as plays, 
concerts and summer camps.  If you would like to help your 
child’s school in this way you should ask the principal or teacher 
how you can help.  

I’m afraid my child will forget his/her English over the school 
holidays.  What should I do?

It is important that children and young people use, read or 
listen to some English every day.  For example, your child could 
watch a television programme and then tell you about it, or he/
she could read a book or speak English with friends.  However, 
it is also important that your child does not forget the mother 
tongue of your family.  It is a good idea to use your mother 
tongue at home and to talk about the customs and way of life of 
your native country when you can.   
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I think the Junior Certificate will be too difficult for my child.  
What should I do?

Some schools offer an alternative to the Junior Certificate 
called the Junior Certificate School Programme (JCSP).  This 
is designed for students who may be at risk of leaving school 
early.  You can ask your principal about the JCSP.

Senior Cycle

What is the Senior Cycle?
The Senior Cycle is for students from 15 to 18 years of age.  
The Senior Cycle takes 2 or 3 years, depending on whether 
the student takes Transition Year.  During the final two years 
of Senior Cycle students take one of three programmes, each 
leading to a state examination.  These programmes are the 
traditional Leaving Certificate, the Leaving Certificate Vocational 
Programme (LCVP) and the Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA).  
offers students an opportunity to take part in independent 
learning; to develop general, technical and academic skills and 
to mature and develop without the pressure of an examination.

Transition Year

What is Transition Year?
Transition Year is a programme which is taken in some schools 
after the Junior Certificate and before the Leaving Certificate.  
Transition Year allows students to experience different 
educational programmes, including work experience.  There 
is no formal examination at the end of the year.  Transition 
Year offers students an opportunity to take part in independent 
learning; to develop general, technical and academic skills and 
to mature and develop without the pressure of an examination.

Special Needs 

My child has learning difficulties. What school will he/she 
attend?

Children with special educational needs are usually educated 
in mainstream schools but if this is not suitable, there are a 
number of options for students with learning difficulties or a 
disability.  Your child can be enrolled in:

–  A mainstream school with extra support from the 
    Department of Education and Science, for example a 
    Special Needs Assistant 
–  A separate, special class in a mainstream school
–  A special school which caters for the student’s disability,
    for example a special school for children who are 
    visually or hearing impaired.

My child has special educational needs.  How can the school  
manage his/her extra needs?

Your school can get extra teaching resources for pupils with 
more serious learning difficulties, for example, a Special Needs 
Assistant or extra teaching support.  You can talk about your 
child’s extra needs with the school principal.  

What is a special needs assistant?
A Special Needs Assistant helps students who have serious 
learning, physical or behavioural difficulties.  For example, the 
Special Needs Assistant can help children with getting on and 
off the school bus and can help with writing, feeding, clothing 
and general hygiene.
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My son/daughter has very little English.  What class will he/
she be placed in?

Young people learn English very quickly so the school will 
usually put your son/daughter into a class with other young 
people who are the same age.  The school may decide not 
to place your son/daughter in an examination year at first, as 
this could be stressful for the student.  Transition Year can 
be a good opportunity for your son/daughter to improve their 
English without the pressure of having state examinations.  
The Department of Education and Science provides additional 
resources for students in primary and post primary schools 
who do not speak English.  If your son/daughter needs help 
with learning English, the school will provide additional English 
classes for him/her during the school day. 

Junior Cycle

What is the Junior Cycle?
This is a 3-year programme which students usually begin at age 
12 to 13, when they have finished Primary School.  Students 
take a state examination called the Junior Certificate after 3 
years.  There are over 20 subjects in the Junior Cycle.  Themost 
popular subjects are English, Mathematics, Irish, Science, 
Geography, History, French, Business Studies, Art/Craft/Design 
and Home Economics.  Not all schools offer the same subjects. 
Students study 8, 9 or 10 subjects.  Subjects can be studied at 
Higher or Ordinary Level.  English, Irish and Mathematics can 
also be studied at Foundation Level. 
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What is the National Educational Psychological Service 
(NEPS)?

The National Educational Psychological Service (NEPS) is a 
service funded by the Department of Education and Science. 
The service provides psychologists who specialise in working 
with primary and secondary schools. The NEPS works with
teachers, parents and children to identify educational needs 
and to help children who may have problems with learning, 
behaviour or motivation. You must give your consent for a 
psychologist to meet with your child. The NEPS psychologist 
can make suggestions about how to help your child if he/she 
is having serious difficulties in school. Not all schools have this 
service.

Finances

Where can I get financial help with sending my child to 
school?

If your income is below a certain level, if you are receiving a 
social welfare payment or if you are taking part in certain training 
schemes, you may be entitled to help with the cost of sending 
your child to school.  You may be eligible for the Back to School 
Clothing and Footwear Allowance to help with the cost of school 
uniforms.  You should ask the Community Welfare Officer about 
this payment.  You may also be entitled to get financial help with 
buying school books under the School Book Grant Scheme.  
You should apply to the school principal for help with the cost 
of school books.  
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Primary School

Are there different types of primary school?
Yes.  Some schools teach boys and girls together, while 
single sex schools teach boys and girls separately.  Most 
primary schools in Ireland teach boys and girls together.  All 
primary schools are based on a religious ethos, for example, 
Roman Catholic, Church of Ireland, Muslim, Jewish or multi-
denominational.  Most primary schools in Ireland are based 
on a Roman Catholic ethos.   Even if your child is not Roman 
Catholic, he/she can still attend a Roman Catholic school.  
There are two Muslim primary schools in Dublin, the North 
Dublin Muslim NS Project, Navan Road, Dublin 7 (telephone 
01 868 9587), and the Muslim National School, 19 Roebuck 
Road, Clonskeagh, Dublin 14 (telephone 01 296 1340).  There 
is one Jewish primary and secondary school in Dublin, Stratford 
College, Rathgar, Dublin 6,  www.stratfordcollege.ie.  

The Educate Together Schools have a multi-denominational 
ethos.  This means that children of all social, religious and 
cultural backgrounds have equal access to the school, and 
that the school board is not permitted to promote any particular 
faith.  For more information on Educate Together schools you 
can visit www.educatetogether.ie.  

Most schools teach the curriculum through English, but some 
schools, called Gaelscoileanna, teach the curriculum through 
Irish.  You can send your child to a Gaelscoil even if you do not 
speak any Irish.  For more information about Gaelscoileanna 
you can visit www.gaelscoileanna.ie  

When should my child start primary school?
Children do not have to start school until the age of 6 but most 
children start school in the September after their 4th birthday.  
Some children wait until they are 5 years old.    

How are students taught in post-primary school?
Students are taught by a number of different teachers at Post-
Primary level.  Each teacher usually specialises in one or two 
subjects.  Students are encouraged to enjoy their time in school 
and to find school worthwhile and interesting.

Can you tell me about the school day?
Most post-primary schools are open from Monday to Friday.  
You should check what time the school opens and closes at 
with the principal.  There may be sports or activities arranged  
after school hours.  There is a mid-morning break and lunch 
break during the school day.  You should make sure that your 
son/daughter has food and drink for these two breaks.

What if the school closes during the year?
The school will give you a list of days when the school will be 
closed during the year.  If there are other days when the school 
will close the school will give your son/daughter a note to inform 
you.  

What is the staffing structure within a school?
The principal, who may be male or female, is responsible 
for running the school.  A student may have 7 or 8 different 
teachers.  Each class usually has a year head teacher to look 
after the non-academic needs of the students. 

Do parents meet with teachers?
The school usually organises a parent–teacher meeting during 
the year.  At this meeting you can talk about your child’s progress 
with the teachers.  If you want to talk to the teacher or principal 
at another time during the year you should contact the school 
to arrange a meeting.  
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I can’t find a school that will enrol my child.  What should I 
do?

There is a shortage of primary school places in some parts of 
Dublin and it may be difficult to enrol your child in a school near 
your home.  You can contact Community Links and we will try 
and help you with finding a school place for your child.  You can 
also contact the National Educational Welfare Board (NEWB).  
If you contact the NEWB you will need to give them copies of 
the letters from schools you have tried to enrol your child in.  
The best thing to do is to contact schools as early as possible 
to enrol your child. 

I think that my child is being discriminated against because
he/she is not Catholic or not Irish. What should I do?

If a school refuses to enrol your child, you should receive a letter 
describing this decision in writing.  This letter should include the 
reasons why the school would not enrol your child.  You can
appeal against a decision to refuse to enrol your child in a 
school.  There is a shortage of school places in some areas, 
and the school you apply to may not have room for your child.  
When there is a shortage of space, some schools will give 
places to children based on their religion, so for example, a 
Muslim school may give first preference to Muslim children, 
a Roman Catholic school may give first preference to Roman 
Catholic children etc.  Schools are allowed to do this, but most 
schools will do their best to accommodate you and your child.  
Sometimes a place will open up for your child in September.  
You can contact the National Educational Welfare Board if you 
are unhappy with a school’s decision not to enrol your child.

Streaming of students – if the school streams students this 
means students are divided into different classes on the basis of 
their ability.  You can ask the school principal what the school’s 
policy on streaming of students is.
Facilities – for example, you can ask whether the school has a 
library and facilities for physical education and recreation.
Extra curricular activities – you can ask if the school offers 
any activities outside of lessons, for example, sports, choir, 
dance etc.
Student involvement – you can ask whether the students can 
get involved in decisions which will affect them.  Some schools 
have a student council which allows students to be involved in 
the life of the school.
Parental involvement – you can ask if parents are represented 
on the Board of Management.  You can also ask if there is a 
parents’ council to allow parents become more involved in the 
school.  

Post-Primary Education

Can you explain post-primary education to me?
Post-primary education consists of a 3-year Junior Cycle 
followed by a 2 or 3 year Senior Cycle.  
There are 3 terms in each school year:

– September to mid-December
– January to mid-March/April (Easter)
– After Easter to the end of May or early June.

In the middle of each term is a short holiday called a mid-term 
break.  Details of holidays and mid-term breaks for the 2007/08 
school year can be found on the JRS website, www.jrs.ie
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Education

Can you explain primary education to me?
There are 8 classes in primary education.  Children usually 
spend 1 year in each class. 

Age  Year  Class name

 4-5 years 1  Junior Infants
 5-6 years 2  Senior Infants
 6-7 years 3  First Class
 7-8 years 4   Second Class
 8-9 years 5  Third Class
 9-10 years 6  Fourth Class
10-11 years 7   Fifth Class
11-12 years 8  Sixth Class

The primary school year has 3 terms.  
The first term is from September to mid-December.  
(Christmas)
The second term is from January to mid-March/April (Easter).  
The third term is from after Easter to the end of June. 
(Summer)

My child has very little English.  What class will he/she be 
placed in?

Children learn English very quickly so the school will usually put 
your child into a class with other children who are the same age.  
The Department of Education and Science provides additional 
resources for students in primary and post primary schools who 
do not speak English.  If your child needs help with learning 
English, the school will provide additional English classes for 
him/her during the school day.  

Post-Primary School or Second Level Education 

What is post-primary education? 
Students aged between 12 and 18 are educated in the post-
primary education sector.  Attendance at post-primary school is 
compulsory for students under 16.  Some students who leave 
school early attend a Youthreach centre instead of a post-
primary school.

Choosing a School

Are there different types of post-primary school?
Yes, there are 5 types of post-primary school in Ireland.  
These are secondary schools, vocational schools, community 
schools, comprehensive schools and community colleges.  The 
main difference between these is how they are managed, who 
owns them and how they are funded.  Secondary schools, 
community schools and comprehensive schools are generally 
denominational schools, meaning that they are based on a 
particular religion, for example Roman Catholic or Church of 
Ireland.  Vocational Schools and Community Colleges are 
non-denominational, meaning that they are not based on any 
religion.

What should I consider when choosing a post-primary 
school?

The curriculum – this is the range of subjects which the school 
offers.  Not all schools offer the same subjects, so if your son/
daughter would like to study a particular subject you should 
make sure he/she will be able to do so in the school that you 
choose.
The programmes – some schools offer extra programmes 
such as the Junior Certificate School Programme, the Leaving 
Certificate Applied (LCA) or the Leaving Certificate Vocational 
Programme (LCVP), while others do not. 
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What will my child learn in primary school?
The primary school curriculum is designed to be a fun and 
interesting experience for your child.  It is divided into the 
following areas:

– Language (English and Irish)
– Mathematics
– Social, Environmental and Scientific Education 
   (e.g., History and Geography)
– Arts Education (including visual arts, music and drama)
– Physical Education
– Social, Personal and Health Education. 

Children will also be offered classes in Religious Education.  
Your child does not have to study Religious Education if you 
don’t want him/her to, but he/she may have to stay in the 
classroom under the supervision of the teacher.  

Will my child have to do homework?
Some primary school teachers give homework to children and 
some do not.  If your school gives homework you should give 
your child space and encouragement to do his/her homework.  
Generally homework for a child aged between 4 and 9 years 
should take between 10 minutes and 30 minutes to complete.  
For children aged between 9 and 12 years homework should 
take between 30 minutes and 90 minutes to complete. 

The School

Can you tell me about the school day?
The school day lasts for 5 hours and 40 minutes.  The school 
day can be shorter for younger children.  You should ask the 
school principal or teacher about the school’s normal opening 
and closing times.  Schools are open from Monday to Friday. 
There is normally a mid-morning break and a lunch break.  You 
should make sure that your child has food and drink for these

two breaks.  It is important to bring your child to school on time,
and to collect him/her on time at the end of the school day. 

What if the school closes during the year?
The school will give you a list of days when the school will be 
closed during the year.  If there are any other days when the 
school will close the teacher will give your child a note.  You 
should look in your child’s schoolbag every day for such notes.

Do parents meet with the teachers?
The school usually organises a parent–teacher meeting during 
the year.  At this meeting you can see examples of your child’s 
work and talk about your child’s progress with the teacher.  If 
you want to talk to the teacher or principal at another time during 
the year you should contact the school to arrange a meeting.

Will my child have to wear a school uniform?
Children in many schools have to wear a school uniform.  
Sometimes children need special clothes or shoes for sport.  If 
you have a problem with your child wearing the school uniform 
for cultural reasons you should discuss this with the school 
principal. 

Health
 

Will my child be examined by a doctor or nurse when he/ she 
is in primary school?

A school health screening and school immunisation programme 
is available for children attending state primary schools.  You 
will be told about the screening and you can be present for 
the screening if you prefer.  Any health problems identified at 
the screenings are treated free of charge.  Vaccinations are 
provided free of charge to all children.  Your child will be visited 
by the dentist in 2nd, 4th and 6th class in primary school and 
if any treatment is necessary your child will be referred to the 
local dentist.


